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 *USO= UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATION
Court Street USOCourt Street USOCourt Street USO

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/95125567/court-st-uso-opening-jan-16-1945-p-9/
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To support the growing
number of Black

servicemen stationed
at Norton Air Force

Base since Blacks were
excluded from the

white USO.

Founded in 1942!
Founded in 1942!
Founded in 1942!

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/95125403/court-st-uso-jan-11-1946-p-11-picture/
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When first proposed, 200
downtown business men
protested "locating a Negro USO
in that part of town."  Mr. Glenn
Snyder, YMCA chair, convinced
the council to keep the proposed
location. Later some businessmen
commented on how successful the
Court Street USO was in the
neighborhood.

OverxomingOverxomingOverxoming
ResistanceResistanceResistance

https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll356:4291


The Court Street USO at
663 Court Street became
an important social space
for Black servicemen & the
growing Black community.
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Social
Space

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/95125403/court-st-uso-jan-11-1946-p-11-picture/
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Black social clubs like
Le Circle Charmant,
Eastern Stars, and
Cosmos Club hosted
dances and social
activities for Black
soldiers including trips
to Murray’s Dude
Ranch, a Black owned
dude ranch and
vacation spot in the
high desert.

https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/item/p16022coll356:4291
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The Court Street
USO organizing
committee and

lists of
volunteers reads

like a Who’s
Who of 1940s

Black San
Bernardino. 

Networking for Civ
il

Networking for Civ
il

Networking for Civ
il

RightsRightsRights
Key Leaders: W.S Johnson,

Charity Looper, Dr.
Howard Inghram, Ralph

Johnson (son of Alice
Rowan and Frank

Johnson), Marie Muckleroy,
Orville Diggs, Rev T.A.

Patterson.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CaNxA-uBWzS/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CaLFXB2hr_C/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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The Court Street USO became a space for the Black
community to fight for civil rights victories at home

and in the war abroad.  
 

Double V for VictoryDouble V for VictoryDouble V for Victory

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/86115720/city-phttps:/www.newspapers.com/clip/86115636/hockaday-speech-st-paul-what-are-we/ledges-help-to-negro-soldiers-uso/
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Fight forFight forFight for
Victory atVictory atVictory at

HomeHomeHome

    USO leaders helped pass the
city's first civil rights law
prohibiting "White Only" signs.

    “November 3, 1943, USO
Director W. Burdette Hocaday,
Red Cross representative John
T. Long, and Reverend J.L.
Boyd of St. Paul A.M.E.
appeared to demand the city
council take action. 

    Approved, on December 17,
1943, ordinance no. 1704
passed. Businesses that
discriminated by “color or
race” would be subject to a
$100 fine and/or
imprisonment.” 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/86115720/city-pledges-help-to-negro-soldiers-uso/
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2 Day Conference at Court
Street USO in 1946 

on
"Better Employment 

and Housing"
 

Central Council President J.
Robert Smith welcomed

politicians with this challenge,
“We are interested in knowing
first hand, before election day,
whether the platforms of any of
the candidates means anything

to the Negro.” 

Center of BlackCenter of BlackCenter of Black
Political ActionPolitical ActionPolitical Action

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/83302132/san-bernardino-central-council/


Photo Credits

If you are interested in contributing to the
collection contact us at archives@csusb.edu.

Thank you to the University of Minnesota Libraries and the San Bernardino County
Sun Newspaper (at newspapers.com) for providing visual resources:

 
 1943 - 1945."Club Histories. Army-Navy Clubs. San Bernadino, CA (African

American), 1943-1945.." University of Minnesota Libraries, Kautz Family YMCA
Archives., Accessed February 23, 2022.
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